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Tupendane Update Report 

March 6, 2021 

1. Farm Update:  

a. Harvest Jan 2021 

i. They wanted to complete the harvest on their own – without asking us for help 

ii. Achieved the above and did a fantastic job. 

iii. Harvest of Human consumption corn 

1. They began the season with late planting – due to wet conditions.  The previous 

harvest was only completed in late August and planting in the middle of September 

2020. (e-mail Sept 8, 2020) 

2. Very little weed control 

3. Poor seed quality 

4. Minimal fertilizers 

5. Using a non-genetic seed 

6. Group of younger farm hands / less experienced farm hands 

iv. They achieved 52 Bushels per acre 

1. For many seasons Kingdom Farm one, was left un-used to allow that soil to re-gain 

some natural fertility because the performance of all crops was very poor.  

2. After a period of time BBT picked an interest in re-testing it and also introducing 

artificial fertilizers to see how the performance of corn will be.  

3. According to BBT Field Supervisor, the performance of corn was far better compared 

to how it was before, for the harvesting exercise 

4. The best harvest that has been achieved since we have been working with them. 

5. On 50 Acres of Farm 1 

6. Produced 650 bags of 100 kgs = 13 bags / acres 

b. Planting Feb 2021 

i. About 65 acres at Kingdom Farm 2 

ii. Disking on Kingdom Farm 1 

iii. Planning to have 150 acres in Season 1 – Feb 2021 – Aug 2020 
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2. School / Children Update  

a. School 

i. In March of 2020 – all children were sent home due to COVID / Government restrictions 

ii. Oct 2020 –  

1. Government eased the lock down to Institutions (Academic schools, colleges and 

Universities) 

2. Only to Finalist Students (in Primary 7, Senior 4, finalist in Colleges in universities) 

3. Opening began October 15 2020 

4. Compulsory condition that all finalist students (Primary 7, Senior 4, and Senior 6) 

must be boarding scholars to avoid the spread of Virus by those coming from their 

homes. 

5. About 350 Students returned to school. 

iii. March 2021 

1. opening sub candidate class – expecting 400 more students to be able to come back 

to school. 

b. Children 

i. In March 2020 when the schools were required to close many of the students could go 

home, or to other family members. 

ii. There were about 1000 students that are true orphans that did not have a place to return to. 

So many of the workers took in these children to their personal homes. 

iii. Steven took in 19 children and has been looking after them, in his own home, for 12 months. 

iv. The burden on these workers has been extensive, as these children come from difficult 

circumstances and will have extenuating needs.   

v. On top of these extra needs, the workers must feed and clothe these children as well as their 

own. 

vi. Many families grouped together to collect food and provide for these children. 

vii. We pray that during this year God has been moving in the hearts of these “families” and has 

been able to show these children a positive home life environment. 
 

c. Country 

i. The lock downs that Uganda faced included no travelling.   

1. They were only allowed to bicycle or walk – no vehicles – until July 2020 

a. Public transport allowed to begin in July but only going to Districts which are 

not bordering to neighboring countries. 

2. They had a curfew from 7:00 pm – 6:30 am. In July curfew lifted from 9:00 pm – 5:30 

am.  These curfews are difficult because they must walk many miles to get food and 

return home – many are unable to do this.  The people are finding the curfews 

unbearable. 

3. Many families were going without food – because they could not reach the market 

or did not have money to purchase food. 

4. This caused many people to lose their jobs and were unable to provide food for the 

children. 

5. Domestic Violence has become rampant 

6. Deaths have become rampant as well. 

7. Many began gardens – but it takes time to grow. 

8. Many have been going hungry and are malnourished. 

9. Some areas of the country experienced drought while other areas were experiencing 

flooding. 
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10. People living near the rivers and lake shores have been displaced due to flooding. 

11. The floating lakes in Lake Victoria have been moving and interrupting activities 

happening on the lake. 

d. Good Samaritan Center 

i. There was many concerned about the children throughout this year many of the teachers 

and workers from the Good Samaritan Center went to the many villages, on bicycle, to see 

how they were doing. 

ii. Seeing the devastation and hearing the reports and listening to the families in the 

communities begging for help, they returned to the Good Samaritan Center. 

iii. They decided to help where they can. 

iv. They purchased food to deliver to these people. 

v. They purchased corn flour, beans and soap for washing.  Cleanliness is important to reduce 

other illnesses. 

vi. Upon delivering to the villages they took the opportunity to speak to the children and 

provide some learning.  Trying to encourage them and to keep up their desire for school. 

vii. The families that took in these extra children were also being helped with food and anything 

that was available. 

viii. Because of the ongoing Commitment Southland church has with the Good 

Samaritan Center they are one of the few schools in Uganda that can open and 

receive the children. Here are just a few of the areas Southland is involved in and is 

making a huge difference  
1. For the students that are returning back to the Schools, the housing arrangements 

have to adhere to new physical distancing guidelines. Because of Southlands 

uninterrupted support BBT was able to construct additional dormitories so they can 

immediately accommodate these requirements. (Dorm to be named Tupendane 

Dormitory) 

2. Clean water projects and waste water have been upgraded to ensure they have the 

required cleaning protocols. 

3. Because most people lost their jobs and subsequence paychecks they cannot afford 

the School fees. These fees typically provide the funds for Books, Teachers salaries, 

and two meals daily (these are often the only meals the children get) with the 

monthly Southland support. BBT is not dependent on these school fees so many of 

the orphans, pastor’s children and poor local children from the slums of Kampala are 

able to return. 

4. Nutritional and medical needs; after many years of supporting and teaching 

mechanical farming methods by Southland MPL volunteers the Good Samaritan 

Centre now is completely self-reliant for food needs. Alex Mitala is relentless in his 

thanks to Southland church for the gift of not having to be beggars. Because of this 

food bounty BBT can now afford Medical supplies and staff to help the sick children. 
5. It is no small miracle The Good Samaritan School can open and provide the needs for 

the children because of Southland’s generosity and gracious support to help them 

through this difficult and challenging year. 

e. The Good Samaritan Center planned ahead – they knew that when the school would be re-opened 

that changes would be required.  They began in April 2020: 

i. They began building a boys Dormitory to lodge 100 boys ages 6-10 – Called the Tupendane 

Dormitory. 

ii. They hired a company to set up and install a modern sewage system which will work on new 

building 
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(Tupendane Dorm under construction) 
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 (Digging 2 pits for septic tank/waste water system) 

 

 
(Children in the community getting fresh water because of Southland Church) 
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  (Fresh water at the well) 

3. Prayer Requests 

a. Praise for a wonderful harvest!  That God plans ahead to provide for His people! 

b. Praise that the Good Samaritan Center was able to construct a new dormitory for the boys in order 

to provide more distancing for them. 

c. Praise that God has protected many of the children and families in the area. 

d. Prayer for the schools to be opened in Uganda – just like here – for the children to return. 

e. Prayer that the parents will allow the children to return. 

f. Prayer that the Good Samaritan Center will be equipped to fulfill the Governmental entrance 

requirements for all the students to return.  

g. Prayer for the health professionals at the School to be prepared for when the children return and the 

needs they may have. (Worms, illness, malnutrition, rashes, etc). 
 

4. From Steven and the Good Samaritan Center: 
 

“Dear friends, whatever you offer to the ministry, is not taken for granted, but is appreciated and used for 

the Glory of God.  Thank you so much for the tremendous practical love and support you offer towards the 

body of Christ in Uganda 
 

(Matt 25:40 'NKJV) “And the King will answer and say to them, 'Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as 

you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.”  

May our Father in Heaven continue to Bless you!! “ 


